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ICAR-NINFET organized Training Programme on “Manufacturing of Handicraft

Items from Nettle & Bhimal Fibres

August 10, 2023, Tarikhet, Almora, Uttarakhand:

ICAR-National Institute of Natural Fibre Engineering and Technology (NINFET), Kolkata
organized a 12 days on-site Training Programme on “Manufacturing of Handicraft Items
from Nettle & Bhimal Fibres’ in collaboration with Rural Enterprise Acceleration Project
(REAP) during 30t July to 10th August 2023 at Tarikhet in Ranikhet, District Almora,
Uttarakhand.

The programme was organized at Block Development Office, Tarikhet, District Almora,
Uttarakhand. Dr. Pramad Nainwal, local MLA, Tarikhet; Dr. A. N. Roy, Principal scientist, ICAR-
NINFET; Shri Rajesh Mathpal, Project Manager of REAP were present in the valedictory
programme. Dr. Pramad Nainwal mentioned that the training programme will help the local
women to generate extra income by making different handicrafts products viz., bag, rakhi,
household items etc. from locally grown underutilized Nettle and Bhimal plants. Dr. A. N. Roy
mentioned that the extraction of nettle fibre can be carried out by microbial retting process
within 5-10 days, as demonstrated by ICAR-NINFET team. He also added that bleaching and
dyeing of the fibres/yarn is also required to diversify their developed handicraft products. A
hand hold training was also given to the local women associated with REAP in the month of
June, 2023 by the Dr. K. K. Samanta and Dr. A. Singha, senior scientists of ICAR-NINFET, Kolkata.
The extracted fibres were processed and used as inputs materials in the present training
programme. Dr. A. N. Roy also stated that these two fibres viz.,, Nettle and Bhimal have
enormous potential and can be considered as wealth of Uttarakhand, which need much more
scientific intervention as far as its fibre extraction, retting, quality evaluation, mechanical &
chemical processing and value-added products development including elite handicrafts are
concerned. As systematic development in this area would ensure a way for extra incomes

generation by local women and entrepreneur.

(Source: ICAR-National Institute of Natural Fibre Engineering and Technology, Kolkata)




HAHA A SAATRAT/ Glimpses of the programme:

Visit of Dr Pramad Namwal local MLA Tarlkhet Showcasing of various products made from '
natural fibres
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